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sai? Hitler, "are barbarians, ar! we 
is an honorable title," 
On behalf of the Soviet pro 
practico 
P 


of cultural insti 


LB vL 


looting and ?estruction of cultural treasu 


v LÀ 


cultural lifo cf 


and planned, in 


M anh 
vreacnerc 


ional culture : 


n 


destruction o he national culture of th » 0n: neoples and the 


Gcrmanoccupation 


criminal regularity lii pillage +, arson, and mass mur cres. 


I omit, Mr. Presi: 
to Section 2, 
ation of the nati 
peoples of the occupies territorics wis an 


Hitlerite conspirators 
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Cifficult to determine which dominated in these plans, destruction or pluncer. 


But thoro is no doubt of the fact that both the plunder an‘ the daestruction 


were aimed at one goal, which was annihilation 


5 an? this annihilaticn was 


out everywhere, in all the territories cccupicc by the Germans and on 


Article 56 of the Hague Convention lai? ow: 


"© 


"The property of municipalities, that of institutions cecicated to 


religion, charity anl e^ucation, the arts and 


ences, even when it belongs 


to the State, shall be treated as private property. All seizure cf, 


destructi 


or wilful damage done character, historic monuments, 


A 


works of art an? science, is forbid^en an? sh 1 be mace the subject of 


We >D L 


ALYAC CECI oa, tt 
proceeci pee 


The Hitlerites systematically anc cc usly scoffed at the princi 


irticle 56. All the conspirators are guilty of this, 


put in territorics 


‘ecree 


1L€th of December 
Tribunal as USA 
two paragrophs in 


the document b 


"His--Rosonberg!s--Einsatz 


to explore libraries, archiv 


for suitable material, 


f the National Socialist 


VLA 


I omit oneparagraph anc quote tho last paragraph: 
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"The regulations for the execution of thi task, with the 


cf the armed forcos, will 


Armed ?orees, in agroomont with Reic: leiter Rosc 


measures for the Eastern Tomitorics under German a^minist 


by Reichsleiter Rosenberg in his capacity as 
Territoricse" 
locreo of Hitler's was sent 


all denartments f tho armed i SeS 11€ ^ar" v, anc. tne & 


^Vornment, 


e 


f March, 
TTT "PR di ar 
activiti:s nfirmat this, 


e 


Tribunalwil? 


and this is 


"T have", wr static copy 


ched with the express 


agreement with 
approval of Gruppenfuchrer feycricine 


s OS, A ame - b 
And further--you will fi cument b 
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occupied territories of 


materials of ideologica 
research purpose 


s 
Es 


on the widest scale with 


that Rosenberg 


dud Ate 1 an aa 
with the SD and 


occupied 
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second-line problem. 
the Chief of the High Comuand 
has gone twice 


all scieni 


sposal 


edi die sed usn 
Crribporics 





After the speech of 


and after the 


= Q 
Rudenko, 


tates Prosecution, Mr. 


to be occupied" meant 


the period of the prac 

Hitlerites, planned in 
period of the swift tra 
io Soviet 


frontiers of th 


It is necessary 


lant 


Rosonbor 


April, 1944, 
I : : 


lh3-PS--was confirmec 


of 


TT 


USSR 
In reporting on 


troas 


of cultural 


] ¢ t ^ 4 
department 


S pm 


tho 


carried out on tho 


directed not only by 
various staffs 


Affairs, headed by 


this via a speci 


a} 
Spee cn 


fa: C e ^ r* TD RI e 4 > 
isfer bn. rman Fascist hordes 


the 
subordinated 
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of the representative of the Unite 


known what "territories about 


YY 


Rosenvers's lotter This was 


of the criminal ideas of the 


od Plan Barbarosa. This was the 


to the 


Union. 


in April 1941 tho 


all opcrati 


ional 


sful 


Western occupied territories 


zaincd th 


-LiicWu 


e 


"maa + 
This fact 


Lha ~de P 
the lst of 


interro? 


and destruction 


one morc 


I have in mind 


ayy 


atta 


i 
nu 9 


ot 4. T 
senberg and the 


Ministry for Forcign 


ondant Ribbentrop, also participated in 


al formation. 


lh 751 





21 Feb = h = OIB = 3 


PTL 


H0066 — 0008 





The creation of such an organization or formation--tho so-called 


"Ribbentrop Battalion'--and its practical activity in tho plundor of 


cultural treasures on the territory of the USSR, are 


testified to in 


his written testimony of the lOth of November, 192, by Obersturm- 
fuchror Dr, Forster, who was taken prisoner by units of the Army 
in the Mozdok region. That is in Northern Cauecasia. In his testimony 
Forster also indicated the tasks of Rosenberg's staff in tho plunder , 


or, as he expressed it, in the conf 


antiques, 


A certified photostat of this affidavit is 











iscation of museum 


presented 





S 


treasures and 


1 
Y 
U 


o the 


Tribunal as USSR Exhibit number 157. 

In his affidavit Forster stated: 

"In August 1941, during my stay in help of 

y old acquaintance from Berlin University, Dr. Focke, who was 

employed in the press section of the Foreign Jifice, was transferred 
from the 87th Panzorjaoger Tank Destroyers, to the Special Purpose 
Battalion, which was the Foreign Offic This Battalion 
had been activa on the initiation of th Minister for 
Foroien Affair Riboentrop, and was under his direction. 

"The leader of the Battalion is iiajor of the Waffen SS 
von Kuensbers. 

"The task of the Special Purpose Battalion was to ship to 
Germany cultural valuables and objects of great historical value 
immediately after the fall of large cities, their confiscation and 
Socuring, and the selection of valuable books and filns. 

"The Special Purpose Battalion consi of four companies. 


The first company is attached to the German Expeditio 
Africa; the second company is attached to the Army G 


third company is attached to the Army Group Center a 
company to the Army Group South, The first company 


present in Italy, in Naples, where the company is an 


possibility of 


being ferried over to Africa 
o 
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onary Corps in 


roup North; the 


nd the fourth 


is located at 


ticipating the 
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"The battalion headquarters are located in Berlin, Hermann 
Goering Strasse, No. 6. 

"The confiscated matcrial is stored in tho offices of the Adl:r 
firm, Herdenbergstrasse. 

"Prior to our departure for Russia, Major von Kuensberg 
transmitted to us Ribbentrop's order to comb out painstakingly all 
scientific establishmcnts, institutions, librorios and all palaces, 
to search all archives, and to put our hands on everything, or to 
confiscate everything of important va 

"Tt has become known to me, from report by my comrades, that the 
second company of my battalion has confiscated many valuable objects 

palaces in the suburbs oningrad. Is: was not there 
and secured 
ic contents of the ree palace muscun Enpre Katherinc. 
rugs and gilt were torn from tho wal 
which was supplied with artistic ornaments, was nantlod 
taken away From the Eapcror Aloxandor Palace antique furnjture 
in thous#md 
l manuscripts 
in Russian, were ronov 


You will find this in the same document, « age 10 in the 


fourth company, to which I was at i nfiscatod $m 
Kiev tho óxhibit at the labor of the medica icntific research 
institute. The entire cquipi.nt, scicntifig material, documents and 
ny. We reaped a rich harvest in the 
library of the Ukrainian Academy for Science, where the greatest 
rare manuscripts in Persian, Abyssinian and Chinese culture, Russian 
and Ukrainian chronicles, the first editions of 3 first 
Russian printer, Ivan Fjodorov, and raro editio I by 
Mizkiewitsch and 
'From the musewa at Kiev articles of Ukrainian art, Russian art, 


Western and Eastern, fron the central muscun 
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"The battalion headquarters are located in Berlin, Hermann 
Goering Strasse, No. 6. 

"The confiscated material is stored in the offices of the Adler 
firn, Herdenbergstrassec, 

"Prior to our departure for Russia, Major von Kuensberg 
transmitted to us Ribbentrop's order to comb out painstakingly all 
scientific o lishments, institutions, librarios and all palaces, 
to search all archives, and to put our hands on everything, or to 
confiscate everything of important valuc. 

"Tt has become knovir no, fron report by my comrades, that the 

company of my battalion has confiscated many valuable objects 


2 : n ANGE PE Ce 
palaces in tho suburbs of Leningrad. 


which was 


antique furfibturc 
to seven thoug@nd 


manuscripts 


document, on page 10 in the 
"The fourth company, to which I was attached, confiscated $e 
Kiev the exhibit at the laborat jf the medical-scicntific research 
instituto. The entire equipnont, scicntifae ma 3 decuments and 
shipped to Germany. We reaped a rich harvest 
library of the Ukrainian Academy for Scien 
rare manuscripts in Persian, Abyssinian and Chinese culture, Russian 
nd Ukrainian chronicles, the first editions of books by the first 
Russian printer, Ivan Fjodorow, and rare editions of volumes by 
Schewtschenko, Mizkiovitsch and Ivan Franko wore kept. 
‘From the museun at Kiev articles of Ukrainian art, Russian art, 
Western and Eastern, fron the central muscuns at Schatyenko, were 


SO 9 
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shipped to Berlin. Among thc: there were pictures, etchings and 


4 


portraits, works of art and pictures 
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by VYersschtschagin, Fjedotov, Goe, sculpture of Antowoles . and other works of 
Russian and Ukrainian vainters and sculptors. 

"In Kharkov, in the Korolenko Library, there were seized ond shipped to 
Berlin several thousand expensive books in very handsome editionse The res 
of the books were destroyed, From the Kharkov picture gallery several hundred 
pictures were secured, smong them 14 pictures by Aiwasowski, works by von 
Ruepin, many works by Polienow, Schischkin, and others. lso, all statues and 
the whole scientific archives of tho museum Were taken away. Embroidery, 
carpets, gobclins, an? other exhibits were appropriated by the German soldicrs,' 

Again, this is mentioned by Dr. Forster in his affidavits 

"^ also knew that the staff of Alfred Roscborg used special commandos for 
the confiscation of expensive antique museum pieces in the occupicd territories 


in thc countries of Europee Expert civilians were in charge oí 


tion of a big city, leaders of these commandos arrive in 


the company of cxperts of every ort. They inspect museums, pictures,galleries, 


=, a 
KB 


of culture and hcy i heir condition and 


A 


the last paragraph of this affidavit. 
your permission Honors, I shall read two more excerpts from a 
letter of the Roich Minister fk he Occupied Te tories dated 4pril 7, 1942, 


3 


and signed, by orcer of tho Minister, by Laibrandt, the defendant Roscnberg's 


closest assistante 
letter is in your document book c ages 12 nnd 13. The document was 


presented on the 18th of December of la 30 y the American prosccution. 


no 


r1 


“his document is very revealing from thc point of view of the scale of the 


pillage planno?, and from the point of view of the camouflaging of this pillage, 


which, in the document, is shamelessly called "thc preservation of objects of 
culture, research miterial, and scientific institutions in the Eastern Occupied 
m s a | | 
[ferritoricse 

document is also characteristic, owing to the fact that Rosenberg, 
fearing that ho might miss some loot, established his own monopolistic right to 
plunder and compromised only with the Quartermaster General of the Army, in 


pe 
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* Li * T . 
conjuction with whom -- as the letter shows -- Sosenberg's operational staff 
. 4 1 $4 
carricd on its work. 

I read tho first excerpt: 

"I have assigned Reichsleiter Rosenborg's Einsatzstab for the Occupied 
Territorios with the seizure and uniform handling of cultural good research 
material and scientifi atus om libraries, archives, sciontific 
institutions, museums, ctce, which 


buildings, The Einsatzstab, ns once again by the Fuchrer's decrees of 


work, toget? 


5 
cupation 
on organized, in 

correspondi 

^uthoritios of administration to support, as 
possible, the members of the Einsatzstab in carrying out all measures and in 
giving a necessary orders, especially in regard to objects which may hove 
removed from thei 


is located at 


(C, tour donors, the looting of libraries, archives, scientific 


research institutes, museums, both public and private, sand even church treasure 


9 


was being planned, 


The ft: hn t it is a question not of presorving cultural treasur: S, but 


of plunüc enn bi on from tho following excerpt from the lctter mentioned. 


Y "X E 2 V : XA 2 33m É T 
You will fi Lt pare of your cocument bool our Honors. I quote: 


"*n so far as t S or tronsports rlreacy taken place contrary to 
senberg's Einsatzstab, Berlin, Charlottenburg 
1 without dolay." 
ion by enumerating the numorous adresses ti 
which this letter was di 9t I shall mention some of them: The OXd, thc 
Sconomy, tho Plenipotentiary for the Four-Yoar Plan, the Reich 
the Brltic Regions and the Ukraine, etc. 
document confirms once more that both Goering, Funk and represen’ 


took an active part in the Pillage. 
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The very valuable works of art pluncered in the occupied countries were 
removes. to Germany, which was turned by thc Hitlerites into a robber's den. 
Extraordinary State Commission csteblished that in Jonuary 1942 the 
Commander of the First Tank Army, Cavalry General Mackensen, in the presence of 
of the Propaganda Department of the First Tank Army, Miller, took from 
Rostov Museum of Pictorial and Plastic Art, which had been evacuated to the 
of Pyatigorsk and which was then on the premises of the Lermontov Museun, 
the most caluable canvasses of Ribcrio, Rubens, Murillo, Jordans, Vereshiagin, 
Korovia, Kramskey, Polenov, Rerii geric, Ayvasovsky and Shishkin, sculptures 
of Danatello and other 
rnordinary State Commission has already been pre- 
Scutci to the Tribunal as USSR Exhibit Number $7. with your permission I should 
like to road into the recor’ one paragraph on pnge five of this document. 
"The Art Museum of “ostov had been plundercd an! evacuated to Germany by 


the Commander of the First Tank Army, General Mackensen nnd by the Chief of the 


a m 


ank i 


Propaganda 9 1 ¢ she First 


From the arfitavit of thc Plenipotenticry of tno Polish Gov ont, Stefan 
Aurovsky, it has been i | that the cefendant Frank, in looting the 
cultural treasures of the Polish State, was also striving after his personal gai 


pluncered museums of 


is an appendix tz 
Tribunal os USSR Exhibit Nunber 
(It appears 
'coument which 


Fourth Politica 


the head 
f Art Evacuated 


in the document book on pag 
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letter as documentary evicence and submit it as USSR Exhibit 


Number $72 and I quote tne text: 


"mae Rejchanomn aj: kroaine r -~ s 
The Reichscommissisne ) ra ha sored the ^bjocts of art and 


pictures evacucted from Kiev and Kharkov, in tho following shelters in 


st Prussias 
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"l. Estate Richau by Wehlau. 

"2.  Manor-house, Wildenhoff (owner Count Schwerin), 

I read further from the text: 

"Rhere are sixty-five cases of the contents of which an exact list is 
enclosed. For about twenty other cases, fifty-seven portfolios and one roll of 
engravings no inventories exist up to now, Among the pictures there are a great 
number of very ancient icons, works of fanous masters of the German, Italian and 
Dutch schools in the 16th, 17th and 18th centuries, as well as the works of the 
best Russian masters from the 18th and 19th centuries, 

"All this property is made up of the most valuable works of art, which were 
shipped from the public Ukrainian museums, which are worth, even as a rough 
estimate, the sum of many millions. Besides, this ia a unique collection of such 
international value now cn German territory." 

I omit the last paragraph of this letter since it really does not have great 
meaning to the present subject, 

On this subject I quote also an extract from page 2 of a letter from 
Rosenberg to Bormann, You will find it on page 5 in your document bock, 


Rosanberg wrote, and I quote: 
g 3 1 


"In the process of these ecnfiscations we have, of course, found also many 


other works of art. There are some of great value and, in order to preserve 
them, the Chief of the High Command of the Armed Forces, at my request and in 
accordance with Fuehrer!s directives, ordered me to draw up a catalogue of these 
works of art and to keep them for the Fuchrer," 

You have heard, your Honors, how other property, how works of art in 
occupied territories, how all this was treated personally by Hitler. 

This episode is found in the Czechoslovak Government report, which was 
presentcd to the Tribunal and excerpts from this report were read yesterday into 
the record, Therefore, I consider there is no necessity for reading it into tho 
record once again. However, it is necessary to note that not only Hitler but 
Goering was an ardent adherent of the policy of acquisitions. 

You also heard, your Honors, yesterday how Goering acquired valuable Gobelins 
in Frances, Goering cid not acquire only Gobelins. He wrote in one of his 
letters to Rosenberg, -- and I refer to Document Nurber 1985-PS, which I submit to 
the Tribunal as Exhibit Number 373 an? this document is in your document book on 


156 and 158 -- Goering wrote that he "owned throurh purchases and exchange, 
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presents, last will and testanents 


perh 


collection, at least in Germany not 


The document which is pr 


includes of ecorrecti end 


hand, This copy was c 
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that the Hitlerites engaged in pillage and 


plundered, starting from the privates and 


Hitlerite Germany. 


Ihe same must be said with reg zard to 


Decrees and directives rega the 


rding 


from the leaders of Hitlorite Germany a 


of the Armed Forces 


I shall qucte as evidence the order 


Army, signed by Field Marshal von Reich 


"Regarding tho bechavious of the troo 


This decree was presented t 


contains direct instructions, uncisguised t 


the Hitlerites; for the destruction and 


territorios 
With your permission, I shall qucte 


find it on page 16, 


"The Army is only intcrested in the 


= ; UE RT NT aded. E - 
necessary army billets must be preserved. 


TUN 


of annihilation, No regard for his 


I shall quote another 


pillage cf cultural treasurcs was 


the territories occupicd bv them anc was 


Government, I refer to the diary of thc 


have already been Subrbto23 to 


In the first volume of Frank's diary, on 


back) there appears an entry dated 


"Berlin. Conference with Fuchrer, 


1 


with the Govermor=-Genoral. 


Poland as regards, ticular, the 


non=-restoraticon cf this 


no 


City, and th 


T 


I consider that the doc 


quite sufficicnt to enable us to craw 


(a) The pillage and destruction 


the territories cecupiec 


1 by the 


worked out, carefully prepared planse 


of the Comma 


enau, 


ps in the 


annihilaticn 


one paragrep h 


universally carried 


inspired a 


the Tribunal, as Decumcnt USSR Exhibit l 


page 38 (pe 


October, 1939 


declared hinsclf 
destruction o he Warsaw 


e rob 
evacuation 


uments which have just bo:n 


of the cultural treasures 


Germans to 
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brigandage, and that everyone 


ending with the criminal leaders of 
tho destruction of cultural treasuros 


destruction of cultural treasures came 


| from tho highest ranks of the Command 


nder of the Germen Sixth 


approved by Hitler and entitled, 


Haste" 


SR Exhibit Number 12 and 
occupied 


of this decree, You will 


k of extinguishing 


y de Ay : kha » on E 
matters in the eastern area, 


steblishcs that the destruction and 


out by the Hitlerites in 


directe he Hitlerite 


7 APR 


Qefentant Frank, ext s of which 


Nuber 223. 


o 


ʻe 169 in your document 


with the following texts 
seneral situation 
t with his activity in 
Palace and 
cf treasures." 

submit 


tod and quoted are 


4-1 4-171 =r y . 
the fcllowinj 


of the peoples in 


jk place in accordance with previously 
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(b) The pillage and destructicn cf cultural treasures was directed by the 
Fascist Government and German High Commande 

(c) The most active part in the organization of the pillage and 
destruction of cultural treasures was taken by th 
conspiracy, the defendants Rosenberg, Ribbentrop, Frank and Go 

pass on to the next section of my »resentation, entitle 
"Destruction and Pillage of Cultural Treasures in Czechoslovakia, 
Poland and Yuro slavia," 

I reported to the Tribunal on the gencral plans of the Hitlerite 
conspirators for strangling national cultural life in the countries occupied by 
them, 

(I omit the end of page 19 cf my presentation) 

I am now passing on to the report conecrning the Hitlerite conspirators 
putting their criminal plans concretely into practice in Czechoslovakia, Poland 
and Yugoslavia. 


I will deal only with incontrovertible proofs, consisting 


Czechoslovakia, Poland and Yugoslavia, alre 


eports which directly conce 


quoted by my colleasues, 


sin to quote extracts 


ages Dl to 88. I quote 
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"DESTRUCTION OF CZECH CULTURAL LIFE, 


"Extermination of the Czech Intelligentsia, 


"KeHe FRANK, who was appointe! Secretary of State an^ ^eputy to 
the Reich Protector NEURATH in March 1939 and in Aucust 1943 became 
Staatsminister anq the Head of the German Executive in the Protectorate, 
sai: The Czechs are only fit to be used 

"K.H. FRANK replie? to a Czech deleration which requeste’ in 1942 
the Czech universities an Olieres 5e re-opene^s: If the war will be won 
by Sneland, you will open your schools yourselves; if Germany wins an 
elementary school with five grales willbe -nouch for youl 

"The Germans occupied all colleges an? scientific institutions," 
I pass on to pace 83 of the document book: 

"They immediately seize? 
Scientific equipment in many 
libraries were systematically 
books an} films 
Senate (the Ei-hest Universi 


card-indexes 


"K g 
Nell. 


perio? of thrac 


y 


1 


"The University 1lents, 


to exercise an intellectual profession ani were invited £o fin) manual 


occupation within rs, failing which they wo. be sent to labor 


camps to Germany, 
"The closing of the universities was az"ravated by the closing of 
of all institutions capable of offering 
intellectual sustenance to the students who had been expelled from the 
universities. The library of the University of Fracue was henceforth 


accessible only to Germans. 
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"Suppression of Scientific Life, 


"The closing down of Czech universities and colleges was merely 
the first step towards the complete suppression of the whole Czedh 
scientific life. Czech university professors were cither pensioned or 
transferred to functions which mate scientific work impossible; the buildings 
of scientific institutions were handed over either to German universities and 
colleges or to German military ani civil authorities, The Germans removed all 
scientific instruments an? books an? even complete laboratories to Germany, 
Sayin: that the Czechs woul no longer need them. The numbers of works of 
art, pictures, statues an? rare manuscripts stolen fron Prazue University 
Library ain? from private collections cannot be calculated, nor their value 
estimated. Scientific collections were also ziven to German schools provided 
they were not stolen piecemeal," 

I pass on to the excerpts on pace 86 of the 3ocument book, 

"Hundreds of Czech elementary an3 secondary schools were closed in 1939, 
and so rapid was the systematic closing of Czech schools durin& the first year 
of the war that by the eni of 1940 6,000 of the 20,000 Czech teachers were 
unemployed, In September 1942 about 60 pentent of the Czech elementary schools 
were shut down by the Germans, 

"All Czech books published ^urinz the Republican rerime have been 
confiscated, ani gkorification of Greater Germany and its Fuehrer became 
the basis of all teaching at Czech elementary schools. 

"In 1939 the number of pupils permitted to enter Czech secondary schools 
had diminished by 60 per cent compared with 1936. About 70 per cent of the 
Czech secondary schools had been closed up to the end of 1942. Girls have 
been entirely excluded from the secondary schools. 

"Nursery schools for children between 3 ani 6 were completely Germanised 
and employed only German teachers, 


"Other Cultural Crimes, 


"Monuments. 
—_—_--— 


"In many towns the "Magary Houses", which for the most part contain 


libraries, halls for the showing of educational films, for the performance 


1,76 )— 
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of plays and concerts have been confiscated and transforme? into barracks 
or offices for the Gestapo, The statues they contained, sometimes of creat 
artistic value, were defiled an? broken and in most cases completely 
lemolishe23, especially those of “asaryk or those rccallin-^ the exploits 


of the Czechoslov volunteers durino the “reat War. a number of monuments in 


Pravue, amonz them Rilek's "Moses" ani iaratka!s "Memorial to the Fallen 
5, 


Lecionaries" have been melted down, 

"A decree of the autumn of 1942 ordered all university libraries to 
hand oves all early printed Czech works and first editions to the Germans. 
The collections in the National Museu. were pillazed and the Modern Art 
Gallery, containing a unique colleci' n of Czech art of the 19th and 20th 
centuries with some precious specimens of foreign (mainly French) art, was 
closed, 

"The crown jewels of the ancient ^zech Kines had to be 
HEYDRICH, 

"Translation of works of En-lish, French and Russian authors, classic 
and modern, wcre withdrawn from circulation, The severest censorship was 
applied to the works of livine Czech authors, The Germans liquidated many 
progressive publishing firms, 

"All political literature of the Tree Republic, as we as the works 
of the Czech participants tn the “zech Renaissance of the 18th an? 19th 
centuries were with 
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"All poiiticalliterature of the Republic, as well as the works of 
the Czech participants in the Renaissance of the 18th and 19th centuries, 
were withdrawn. All Jewish literature was also prohibited, as well as that 
by writers who were politically unreliable. The Germans withdrew the Czech 
Classics, as well as the works of John Huss, the 15th century reformer Alois 
Arassek, the author of historical novels, the poet Victor Dieck, and others." 

Thus the Hitlerites metaodic lly destroyed the national culture 
of the peoples of Czechoslovakia, pl: . ered and pillaged works of art, 
literature anc science, 

In Poland, as in Czechoslov- kia and Yugoslavia, the German fascist 
usurpers carried out the large-scale liquidation of national culture with 
exceptional cruelty. The Hitlerite conspirators destroyed the Polish 
intelligentsia, closed educational establishments, prohibited the publimtion 
of Polish books, looted works of art, and blew up and burnt national monuments. 

I read into the record relevant extracts from the Polish Government 
report, which was submitted to the Tribunal as USSR Exhibit 93. 
excerpts are on pace 197 of the document book: 

"The Annihilation of the Polish Intelligentsia» 

"In the incorporated regions, the intelligentsia were 
all means of living. Many of them rofessors, teachers, lawyer 
judges weve interned in concentrati n cams or murdered. 

"In the Yovernment General ut 80 percent of the intellizentsia 
were deprived of all means of existe: Journalists and writers were 
unable to earn a living, owing to the “iquidation of the press. The publicati or. 
of new bocks was prohibite 

"Jour universities and twelve schools of the univer sity type 
ceased to exist. Their average atten ance before September 1939 reached 
45,000 students, 


"Secondary scho in the territory occupied by the Germans, there 


were about 5! econGary schools, Their closing was ordered in the ine orporated 


territories. They were closed com letely. In the Government General they 


were allowed to continue their activity, but in Novenber 1939 an order wa 


issued to cease teaching The only schools which were allowed to continue 


|m^»f^ 


em) | į on 





UMM 


2l Feb-M-JH-2 H0066 — 0024 


work were commercial or industrial schools. Educated Poles were not needed; 
the Poles were to become artisans and workmen. Such was the official line 
of German policy. 

"Blementary schools: In the incorporated territories, Polish schools 
were completely abolished, They were  splaced by German schools. Polish 
children were educated in the German t igue and German spirit," 

On the eve of war there were vout 2,000 periodicals sublished in 
Poland, among them 170 newspapers, P order of the Germans the press was 
practically entirely eradicated, 

The publication, printing anc disposal of Polish books was prohibited 
as early as October 1939, 

On tne 5th of November, 1940, the German "Verordnungsblatt! publi shed 
the following decrees 

"Until this order is countermanded, the publication of all books, 
pamphlets, periodicals, j urnals, calendars and music, without exception, is 
prohibited, with the exception of those published by the authorities of the 
Government General," 

Theatres, Music and Radio e principles of German policy in Poland 
were outlined in a circular of a speci branch of National Educ tion and 
Propaganda in the German Government G ré It read as follows: 

"It 4 derstood tha ot a single German official will assist in 


the development of Polish cultural lif- in any way whatsoever," 


The sole purpose which wus to e followed, in the words of the circular, 


was to satisfy the elementary demands f_r entertainment anc nusement, all the 
more So as this was a question of diverting the attention of the intellectual 


1 


circles from political dissension and debates which encourazed the Cevelopment 


of anti-German feeling, 


I skip the last Paragraph and pass on to the next 


page, 


Looting, Spoliation and Destruction of Works of Art, Libraries and 


Collections: The extracts are on page 207 and 208 of the document book 


On the 13th of December 1939 Gauleiter Wartholland issued an 
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that all public and private libraries and collections in the occupied 
territories were to be registered, Upon completion of registration, libraries 
and book collections were confiscated and transported to the "Buchsammelstelle," 
There "special experts" carried out a selection. The final destination wa 
either Berlin or the newly constituted State Library (Staatsbibiothek) in 
Poznan, Books which were considered unsuitable were sold, destroyed or thrown 
away as waste papere 

The best and largest librerics of the country fell victims to 
organized looting in the Government Geroral, Among them were the university 
libraries in Cracow and Warsaw. ne i the best, though not one of the 
largest, was the library of the Polish Parliament. It consisted of about 
38,000 volumes and 3,500 periodical ww»lications. On the 15th and 16th of 
November, 1939, the main part of this library was transported to Berlin and 
Breslau., Ancient documents, such as, for instance, a collection of par chments 
which were the property of the Central archives, were also seized, 

The Diocesan Archives in Pelyilin, which contained 12th "entury 
documents, were burnt in the furnaces of a sugar refinery. 

among the first art treasures removed from Poland was the well known 
Altar of Wit Stosz from the Cracow Cathedral, On the 16th of December, 1939, 
the Defendant Frank issued a decree concerning the confiscation of works of art. 

I skip a few paragraphs and yass on to the last paragraph on pare 221 
of the document book, 

Three valuable ictures wer. :':moved from the galleries of the 


Czartoryski in Soniava, Frank seized und kept them until the l7th of January 


oc F- pee ane f. Ed s : - 1 : 4 
1945, anc then transferred them to Sil 1a, and thence as his personal property 


to Bavaria, 
IN $ AWA Th d 21 1 L 
"ational Monuments; In the process of destroying everything that 


Ww: O e ecd 1 nidio} : AMP 6^ 131 1 +99 95 E " P= : 
38 connected with Polish history en culture, many monuments and works of art 


were destroyed and cemolished, 


The monument of the honored Polish King Bolislsv Chrobry in Gniezno 


was first wound round with ropes and chains with a view to throwing it off its 


das : ) : c 
pedestal. After an unsuccessful attempt, acetylene was used, The heat was cut 
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the monument of the Sacred Heart in Poznan, the monuments of Chopin, 


anc the pedestal broken to pieces, 


the poet Slovacki, the composer Moniuszko, the Polish national her Kcscinsko 
and President Wilson, of the grestest of Polish poets, Mickiewiez, and many 
others, 
report of the Polich Government contains zn appencix, a list of 

public libraries and other collections which fell victim to plunder and 
Spoliation, These materials are available on page 254 and 255 of the document 
bocok, In the first list we find the nanes of thirty libraries; and, in the 
Second, 21 museums and collections of works cf art which were pluncered and 
destroyed, I will not read these 1 in full, but will mention only some 
of the museums and collections which were the subject of national pride ‘and 
constituted the treasure of the Polish State, 

The following objects ^ell victim to the German vandals 

The treasure house of Vavelsky cathedral in Cracow; the Pototzky 
Collection in Yablonnia; the Tchartoryssky Museum in Cracow e Nationa 
Museum in Cracows the museum of religious art in Warsaw; 
of Zamoysky in Warsaw (parchments, books and manuscripts); 
nuncisunatic collections in ars2w; the Palace of King 3Líanislav-áu 
the Lazenkovsky Farx; the Palace of Kine Jan S oiesky in Vilianovo; 
collection of Count Tarnovsky in Sukhaya; the Ulizians Museum in Pomnans 
and many others, 

The Hitlerite usurpers also plundered m nasteries, churches and 
cathedrals, 

On page 43 of the repor he Polish Government, which corresponds 
to page 223 of the document book, there are incluced the notes of the Polish 
Primate, the Cardinal Glond, They concern a written communication from 


Carcinal Glond t Pope Pius XII. I shall reac only two parag aphs of these 


concluding notes into the records 


lanarte aa eos ; A 
4cnasteries and convents have bein methodically Suppressec, 2s well 

as their flourishing works of educati ici TE a 1 Yrs zs 
lourishinz works of educati n, publicity,stcial welfare, charity and 


care of tne sick, ‘heir houses and their institutions have been seized by 5he 
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army of the Nagi Party, 


The Ff ads " z : 
The invaders have confiscated or sequestrated the patrimony of th 
il pat mony o the 


Church, consideri 
h, considering themselves as i mas TS > 
mselves as its masters. the cathedrals, the bishops! 


palaces t e eaminarm a 1 SS AM he 
$ 8, the seminaries, the canons! residences, the revenues and endowments 
of bishoprics and zy 1 
Op and chavters. the inds « : Ea FAR r i 
I , he funds of the curias and seminaries, all have 
been pillaged by the invaders." 


I pass on to pace 30, 
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Yugoslavia, 

The destruction of the national culture of the peoples of Yuzoslavia 
was carried out by the Hitlerites by various means and methods, I shall 
not, gentlemen, enumerate them in full. These methods are already known. 

In Yugoslavia the same thkng occurred as had already occurred in 
Poland and Czechoslovakia. W (ed only stress that in the destruction 
of the culture cf the peo les of Yugoslavia the German Fascist occupants 
Showed great ingenuity and utilized their vast experiences acquired in 
other countries occupied by them. 

The systen of destruction of the national culvure of tie peoples of 
Yugoslavia starts with attack anc piliage and ends with mass murders, camps 
and crematoria ovens, 

in the report of the Yuzoslav Government, presented to the Tribunal 
as USSR Exhibit 36, there are quoted a large number of facts and documents 


which establish, without the possibility of contention, the crimin 


n 


is of the defendants. But even these numerous facts which are q. ated 


" 
aee 


in the report do not exhaust all the crimes committed by the Hitleri 3s 


Li “woe 


The report of the Yusoslav Vovernment quotes only typical cases as examples, 


" 


I will quote some excerpts from the report of the Yugoslav Government. 


A 


These excerpts are or paze 303 of the document book, 


"Immediately after the invasion f Slovenia, the Germans started 


to fulfil their ;lans , which had been thought out lon: beforehand, vith a 


view tx germanizine the secupied territories," 


Further, on page 307 c he document book: 


"The occupants shut all the schools in Slovenia, exiled all Slovene 


ache re leet $ = ye eee rA er M A- : 
teachers, destr yec all Slovene libraries and b j, and forbade the use of 


he S T anzsauenoec M hs s 259 4 , ; 
the Slovene lanzua 9, the use of which was consicered an act cf sabotage," 


The plundered net only schools and 


libraries; ney alsc cestroyed universities ang broadcastinz 


VEA I 


palaces of culture and sanatoria, On page 23 of the report, 


corresponcs to page 278 of the document book, 


-~ k771 = 


there are, by way of example, 
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a few facts concerning Belgrade: 

Without any military need, the Germans destroyed maliciously and 
burned a great number of public buildines and cultural institutions, such 
as the new university, the People's Universi ty "Koloraz", the first gymnasium 
for boys, the second gymnasium for girls, the ancient royal palace, the 
broadcasting station, the ®ussian Home of Culture, the sanatorium of Dr, 
Jivkcvich, and so one In the university building valuable objects and a 
very valuable collection of scientific research matter were destroyed,! 

AS is established by the report of the Yugoslav State Commission, 


which is USSR Yocument 364, page 313a of the document book, the 


razed to the ground the national library, and burned hundreds of thousands 
of books and manuscripts, the basic stock of Serbian culture. They 
Completely destroyed 71 and partially destroyed 41 scientific institutes 
ani laboratories of the Belgrade University. They razed to the ground the 


State Academy of Art, and they 


Gentlemen, during the four years 
Yugoslavia, the Yucoslav proples experienced great sufferin.s and 


the Germans looted the country's economy, causing great material 
But the damage sec by them to the culture of the 


is even vaster 


In concluding this chapter of my report, I consider it indispensable, 


gentlemen, to quote yet ancther excerpt from the diary of the defendant Frank, 


I have in mind the Calico-bound volume of the Clary entitled "Conferences 


ers of Departments of 1939-1940", which contains an entry 


| the conference 


This excerst is 


"On the 15th of Septem 


Ccupied Zastern territ ries, 


cevastate this district pitilessly as a combat gone and ', and 


ec E. | c ^ ^m4 $4 e War s 
to reduce its ec nomie, sccial, and political structure ti a heap of ruins," 


To this statement of Frank's, one 


need only add that the defencant 
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Frank performed this task in Poland with all zeal, anc the other Reich 


Gauleiters and other leiters acted similarly in the occupied territories 


of the USSR, Czechoslovakia and Yuoslavia, 
The destruction and spoliaticn of cultural treasures in the USSR, 
I am now going to present, your Honors, proof of crimes committed 


by the defendants against the culture of the peoples of the Soviet Union, 
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monuments which were most dear to the Soviet people. 


facts: 


The Hitlerites plundered, Vasnaja Pclyana where one 


Leo Tolstoy, was born, lived, and worked. 


They pluncerec. and despoilec the house where the 


Peter Tcheikowsky lived end worked, In this 


famous o,eras Eugen Onegin and Queen of Snadese 


In Tanganres, they destroyed 


Chekhov; in Tikhvin they destroyed 


Rimsky-Korsakov. 


As unquestionable cvidenee, I will reac into the record 


Note cf Foreign Commissar Molotov, dated the 6th < 


has already been submitted to the Tribunal as USSF 
page 317 of the document bc 


the Germans occupiod 


ix weeks 
LI. HUIS 


barbarians treated withparticular hatred th: 


gre 


house Tchaikowsly 


the house where lived 


of January 1942. 
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monuments of Russian culture, 
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"During the occupation of the town of Istra, German troops established 


i in the celebrated ancient Russian monastery known under the 


an ammunition dump in the 

neme cf the New Jerusalem lionastory, founded as Ly as 165). The New 
JJ 

Jerusalem Monastery was an cutstanding historical and religicus landmerk cf the 


cne of the largest anc most beautiful 


this did not prevent the German 


(f religious architecture, However, 


Fascist vandals from blowing up their ammunition dum ne New Jerusalem shrine 
ontheir retreat from Istra, thereby reducing this irreplacecble monunent of 
Russian church history to a heap of ruins." 

I skp the next paragraph and close this quctotion. 


Acting upon cirections cf the German Military Conmand, Hitlerites 


rcyed and annihilated t toric monunents 


connected with the life and works of the creat Russian poet Alexander 


Serreivitch Pushkin. 


original copy 


follows: 
} Raeai - * anla 
the Russiga people 
connected with renius Alexender 
declared the poet's 


Sergeivitch Pushkin, the 


of Soyatcgorsky 


at Michailovskoy 
nephboring villages ronitsch, 


state reservation, 


kin Reservati 


urth, 
finished his 


^1 
m^ 


My ical 


Pushkin Reservation. 


"or three vears thor Jost | Pushki 
For three years they destroyec. the Pushkin 


memorials," 


19lu . " 
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"In tho autumn of 1943 tho military commander of Kushkinyovy 
proposed to order an cvacuation of all treasures of the misewi. The 
latter were packed into casos and loaded onto trucks and sent.to 
Gernany." 

I skip the next paragraph. 

"At the end of February 19); Mikhailovskoye was turned by the 

ns into a military strong point. The park was trenched and 
shelters were built. 

cottage of Pushkin's nurse was demolished and the Gernans 
constructed next to it and partly on its site a huge shelter which 


jd with five layers of timber. A similar dugout was erected 


y 17] leacrs 1 f = 
ailovskoye, the Germans 


completed their work of destruction and the desecration of the Pushkin 
on the foundation of the 
zi 
i 


nothing but a 


kin monuncnt 


at the entrance 
Mikhailovskoyo estate, one was burned down by the 
other severely damaged. The German vandals put three bullet holes 


into Pushkin's portrait, which hung in an archway at the ontranco to 


the Mikhailovskoyo Park, and thon destroyed the archway. . 
"After their rotroat, the Nazis fired on the village with mortars 
and artillery. Thi aircascs leading to the River Sorot were 


mi . 


destroyed by German mines. The old linden trecs on the circular road 
leading to tho house were damagec, One olm tree standing in front of 
the house was damaged by grenades and grenade splinters." 

I skip the end of this page and p on to page hl, the 
beginning of the page. 


In the village of Voronitsch, 


to Pushkin's time and in which Pushki id jo Tth 
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death 


‘Hanniba one of Pusl relatives, and 


pricst and close friend of the poet, 


and devastated . 
Russian people 

nvtilato4. 

tho national pride of 


desecration of Pushkin's tomb. 


attlo lino reached 


onatically 


of 


190 monument has 


2s towards 


elli i£ 


, and of the shocks 


entering the Pushkinskive 


of all visit 
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Anong the grave crimes of tho Hitlorites 


can mention the destruction 


towns of Pavlovsk, Tzarskoe Sclo, and Petorhof. 


Great monuments of art and architecture of 


3 


have been turnod into muscum towns, are 
2 


These art and architecture : 
two centuries. They commemorate a whole serios of the 
events in the Russian history, 
architects, sculptors and created masterpieces 
kept in these town museums, and together with valuable 
of 
the German vandals, 
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(pictures, artistic masterpieces an? sculptures), as well as 11,700 

very valuable books from the palace libraries, In the -roun? floor rooms 
of the Ekaterininsky 2n? “lexandrovsky palaces in the town of Fushkin 
there were concentrated the furniture of Russian and Frenca workmanship 
of the middle of the Bichteenth Century, 600 items jof artistic china 

of the late Nineteenth ani Twentieth Centuries, as well as a larze number 
of marble busts, small objects of sculpture, an? up to 35,000 volumes 
from the palace livrarics, 

On the basis of jocunentary material, the statements an? testimony 
of eye witnesses, the evidence of German prisoners of war, ani as a result 
of careful investivation, it has been ascertained that: 

Breakin“ into Idrodvoretz on the 23rd of September 1941, the German 
usurpers imme?iately proceeded to loot the treasures of the palaces and 


museums, removine the contents of the palaess durin* several months. 


From the biz palace, Marly, ‘ionplaisir an2 Bottace palaces, they 


looted and removed to Germany some 31,000 museum exhibits, among them 


4,950 items of uniqve furniture of Italian, “nelish, French, and Russian 
workmanship of the tine of Cathrine the Great, alexander I and Nicholas I, 
as well as many rare sets of porcelain of foreign and Russian manufacturers 
of the “ichteenth an? Nineteenth Cenuriese The German barbarians stripped 
off the silk, tapestries and other decorative material which ornated the 
walls of the palace rooms, 

In November, 1941, the Cermans removed the bronze statue of Samson, 
which was the work of the sculptor Koglovoky, an? sent it to Germany, 

Havinc looted the museum treasure?, the Germans set fire to the 
big palace which was the work of a noted architect cenins Bartholomeo 
Rastrelli, 

Upon the withirawal from Petrodvoretz, the Germans wrecke? the 
Marly Palace with the aid fo delayeaà action mines, The palace contained 
the most delicate stucco moul^in-s ani carvin^s, 

The Germans wrecked the creat ieter the Great dwellinr, they destroyed 
all the wooden parts of the pavilions an3 galleries, the interior decoration 
of the study, the bedrooms and the Bhinese rooms, During the occupation, they 


turned the central part of the palace, which is the most valuable from the 
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historical and artistic point of view, into a D.0.T. In the western pavilion 
of the palace they established a stable an! a latrine. In the premises cf the 
Assembly Puildin-, where balls were -iven for the creat, the Germans tore 
up the fléor, sawed throuvh the beams, and destroyed the doors and windows 
frames anid stripped the panellins of the ceilin^, 

I skip a paracraph an? quote the last paracraph of the pare, 

In the northern part of the park, the so-calle? Alemandria Park, they 
blew up the Nicholas II's villa, completely destroyed the wooden officer's 
cottare, the Alexandrine cates, the pavilions of the Adam fountain, the 
pylon of the Chief cate of the Upper Park ani the Rose pavilic 

The Germans wrecked the famous fountain system of the Fetrodvoretz Parks. 
The damaco3 the pipe-line feedin: the fountains alon- the whole extension 
from the "Rose-ravilion" dam to the Upper Farke 

After the occupation of new Fetrodvoretz, units of the 291st German 
infantry ?ivision completely destroyed by the fire of heavy cuns the famous 

Petro?voretz, built on Catherine II's or?ers by the 

architect Quarenvi, The Gern ired 9,000 puns cf heavy artillery 
ammunition; tovether with the ;alace the pigture sque Enclish park and all 
the park pavilions were (Jestroyece 

THR FRESIDENT: The Tribunal has appreciate?! the successful efforts which 
the embe : e o Aelezation have made to shorten their 
addresses, an? they would be -1a3 if you coul? 
the details with which you have to deal in the : 
spoliation an? perhaps omit some of the details. 

for this mcrnin-, 


(A recess was taken from 1245 to 1400 hours.) 
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Official transcript of the International 
Military Tribunal in the matter 

United States of America, the 

public, the United Kinzdom of 

Britain and Northern Ireland, and the 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics against 
Hermann Wilhelm Goering et al, Defendants, 
sitting at Nurnberg, Germany, on 21 February, 
1946, 1400-1700, Lord Justice Lawrence 
presiding. 


COLONEL RAGINSKY: The looting and destruction of the town of Pushkin 
was carried out on the orders of the highest German authorities. I omit the 


end of page 57 and the beginning of page iB. 


> 
The most important part of the Ekaterinsky Palace was burnt by 


the Germans. The famous 300 metre lone series of State Halls, designed by 


Rastrelli, perished in the flames, The famous Ante-rooms ("waiting-halls" 
decorated by Rastrelli were ruined, 


I omit one paragraph and continue: 


> 


The large Hall -— the creation of the geni 


Destroyed were the unique ceilin: 


ther famous ltalian and Russian master 


At the time of the retreat in January 195h, the 


prepared tne complete destruction of all that was left of Catherine's Palace 


and the adjoining buildings. For this purpose, on the ground floor of the 


still remaining part of the palace, as well as under the Cameron Gallery, 


ll large delayed action aerial bombs were laid,weiching from one to three tons. 


The Hitlerite bandits deva 


stated in Pushkino the Alexandrovsky palace 
constructed at the end of the XVIII century by the famous architect Giacomo 


Quarengi. 


I omit a paragraph: 


All the museum furniture, stored in the basements of the Ekaterinsky 


and Alexandrovsky palaces, objects of artistic porcelain and books from the 
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Palace libraries were transported to Germany. =i 


I omit two paragraphs: 

Destruction of Pavlovsky Palace in the town of Pavlovsk, 

Ribbentrop's special purpose battalion and commandos of Rosenberg's 
staff shipped from Pavlovsky palace to Germany the palace furniture of great 
value, designed by Voronikhin and the greatest masters of the XVIIIth 
century. 

I omit the end of page 49 and the beginning of page 50. 

On retreating, the Fascist usurpers set fire to the Pavlovsky 
Palace. The greatest part of the Palace building was entirely burned down. 

I omit the next paragraph and I quote the last paragraph, and 
conclude the last paragraph of this document. 

The Extraordinary State Commission established that the destruction 
of art monuments in Petrodvorets, Pushkino and Pavlowsk was carried out by 
the officers and soldici: of the German army on the direct orders of the 
German Government and tie High Command. 


Destruction of Historic Monuments in the Ancient Russian Towns, 
Many large towns were destroyed by the German fascist authorities 
in the USSR territories occupied by them. But they destroyed with particular 
ruthlessness the ancient Russian towns which contained monuments o ancient 
Russian art. 

I give as an e ample and refer to the destruction of the cities of 
Novgorod, Pskov and Smolensk, 

Novgorod and Pskov belong to those historical 

ople ereated the foundation of their state, 

For centuries there flourished a hizhly developed and unique culture. 
It left a rich heritage wich is a valuable possession cf our people, Thanks 


a the varitra] r erana w ments nf ; E 1 Ere 
to the survival of numerous monuments of ecclesiastic and civil architecture, 


murals, paintings, sculpture ard handicraft, Novgorod and 


Y 
we dill 


Skov were rightly 
called cathedrals of Aucsian history. 
I omit one paragraph of my presentation. 
v s H3 4 d ^ c artone cct Mem) 3 N 
The Hitlerite barbarians destroyed in Novgorod many most valuabde 


monuments of Hussian art of international fame of the XIth - XIIth centuries 
a C5e 


Ble” 





mane 0 


I omit the rest of this page and pass on to page 52. By way of 
proof, I shall read into the record some excerpts from the report of the 
Extraordinary State Commission, which is presented to the Tribunal as USSR 
Exhibit 50. The members of the Tribunal will find this excerpt on page 1533 
and 1534 in the document file. I read: 

"..Q.1he ancient Russian city of Novgorod was turned into a pile 
of ruins by the German fascist invaders. They destroyed the historical 
monuments and dismantlsd some to use them for constructing fortifications..." 

I omit one paragraph. 

The German fascist barbarians destroyed and obliterated in Novgorod 
the greatest monuments of ancient Russian art. The fascists destroyed the 
vaults, walls and towers of the St. George Cathedral of the Yuryev Monastery. 
The cathedral was decorated with frescoes dating from the XIIth century and 
was built in the early part of the XIIth century. 

The Cathedral of St. Sophia, builtin the XIth century, was one of 

oldest monuments of Russian architecture, and an outstanding monument 
of world art. The Germans destroyed the building of this cathedral, 
The Hitlerites robbed the cathedral of all interior decoration; 
carried off all the icons from the iconostases, and ancient incense-burners, 


amongst which was one which belonged to Boris Godunov. 


The Church of the Annunciation, built on the 12th century foundations 


(crypt) with frescoes painted in the same century, was converted by the 


fascists into a fortified position and barracks, 
The Church of the assumption in the Bolotov Polye, a monument of 
Novgorod architecture of Wj-15th century, was burned by the Germans into a 
heap of stones and bricks, 
I omit one paragraph. 


The Church of the Saviours-Transfiguration in the Ilyin Street was 


one of the best samples of Novgorod architecture of 14th century, specially 


famous for its frescoes painted in the same period by the great Byzantine 


master Feofan the Greek, 
I omit the rest of this page and pass on to page 5h, 
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More than two years of Hitlerite misrule in Novgorod brought also the 


ruin of many otner wonderful ancient Russian monuments... 

By the order of the commanding general of the 18th German Amy, 
Lt. General Lindeman, the German barbarians dismantled and prepared for 
removal to Germany the monument "The thousand years of Russis," This monument 
was erected in the Kremlin Square in 1862 and represented the main stages of 
the development of our land up to the sixties of the 19th century.....The 
Hitler barbarians dismantled the monument and smashed its statuary, They did 
not succeed, however, in sending it home to melt the metal down. 

Dmitriev Youri Nikolaevich in his affidavit, gives a detailed 
account of the barbarous destruction of the monuments of ancient Russian art 
by the Germans in the towns of Novgorod and Pskov. 

Citizen Dmitriev was in 1937 the custodian of the Ancient-Russian Art 
Division of the State Russian Museum of Leningrad, 

He began the study of the historical monuments of Novgorod and Pskov 
in 1926. As a great export in tnis field of art, he was asked, by the 
Extraordinary State Ce-mission to participate in the investigation of the 
Crimes of the German-fascist invaders, 


he original copy of the depositions of the citizen Dmitriev was 


officially certified, and I present them to the Tribunal as USSR Exhibit 312; 


You will find it, your Honors, on page 335 and 337 in your document book. 
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his affidavit, I will omit facts alrea’y known to the 


Tribunal from the report of the “xtraorcinary State Commission previ ously 


read into the recor’. I quote only ^ few short excerpts which will be found 
on page 336 and Mr. Dmitriev deposed as follows: 
greater part of Novgoro? is r 
tricts were some traces of ruins 
lestroye? Pekov. During *3eir retreat they blew up buildings and 
monuments there, Out of 88 t “nes of historic and art value in 


Novgorod, there remain but t. ildings which ars only 


damaged eee Only a few isolate ! nents in Pskov were left undamaged. 


estroyec in Novgorod and Pskov monuments 


deliberately 
anc art volue, 
And further: 


"The German Army, while destroying 


art value, plun‘lerecd ar 


56S, libraries, 


y Lew 
$ ol ha " A ~ 
igh school nN 10 Germans 
schools, an! in the librarios that 


cestroye 
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I now pass on to page 57e- 


In Smolensk, prior to the Ge: ^» occupation, 


which hac wonderful collections, 


The art Museum hod one of the most extensive 


of Russian historical, 


a 
o 


treasurcse This collection was of international 


to France for exhibition. The invaders destroyed 


most valuable exhibits to Germanys 


+ 


U 


I shall quote only the 


las 
Rosenberg's main staff 


East ha? a 


the occupied reg 


by Dr. Norling, t organizer of the plunder of 


^ 
QT 
D 


Such are some of the numerous fncts tho crimes 


barbarians, which demonstrate how t^e crimin 


ors 


conspirat were actually carried 


Destruction 


economic plunder 


Ukrainian c 


2.4 
Ul 


i 
or part in 


s ud + Seid * 1 e Mies 1 oa 
carrie? out n the same merciless zeal, 


m^ccordanec with their criminal plans for the 


loving 


rT, eee ae E 
Unralnian p 


its culture, 


From the very first Jays of 


ing their criminal si embarkec 


exccut 


hivher ecucational 


) 


scho@Œ, 


libraries, clubs, theatres. 


The historical anc cultural in tth 


asures 


the Stalinsky an^ Rov 


y provinc 


were subjecte? to ruction anc 


MA a3 A 


paragraph on paze 
for the acquisition anc 


special branch in Smolens 


al plans 


Histo 


conspirator 


their incursion into 


NN 


there were four museums 


collections, primarily 


socological, and ethnographic treasures anc other 


valuee Then they we 


the museum anc took the 


57e 
export of valuables from 


JaA 


k, hea 


1 


historical monumar 


cormittec’ by 


^ 1 
of T 


Hitli 


^ 


rical treasures 


* 


the German 


of th 


Ukrainian »opnulation 


ultural on? historical 


conspirators, 


enslavement of the freedor 


a 
2 


annihilate 


enceavoured to 


Ukraine, the Hytlerites 


lestruction of 


E rg eae Pare 
» Kharkov, 


many other large an? 
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“rom the document presented b, tno Soviet p.vsoeution umler #UCSR~32, 
hich contains the sentence pronovuced by the “ylitary Tribunal, of the 

Lth Ukrainian Fronv on 15-18 Decemrer 19h3, it is evidently clear that the 
“rran fascist armies in the city of Kharkov ir tue Kharkov province, 
acting upon ^ir.cv ir-tructions of Hitler's Govermuont, burnt onc dJectroyed 
ad paundered matericsl an! cultvral treasurcs of tie Soviet people. 
excerpts, your Hcnoss, you will fin’ on page 359 in your ?ccumeni book, 

How i g. on to the evidence zr crimes coumittoo hy the Hitle~ives 
in tac capital of th, Ukrainian Republic. i,t, in Kiev. 


i quote ono palagecapa cf tae¢cmusont urasento” by the Sorict prosocutio: 


under lios USSR-^480. You will fin: i+ on wet 363 in your dcoumoit book, 


w 


and it contains en extract from t. records or t Extonorcir-ry State 
Comm.ssion "abont the O^structic n3 plu.ter br the fascist aegro 
Fiev!s Psychopathic Institute. 

4mongst other “estcuctions tcy =- I quoto: 

“eeebuunt the archives of th» Institute which were priceless from a 
S-iontilic poins of view, dostroyo? the first-class librasy of 20,000 
7Olunis. plindered cultuval ruservasion, 2 priceless monument of the 


XIth centu Le famous Kirilovsk thacral, which was on the grounds 
J 2 


pess on Lo reacting several oxeerpts from thi Extraordinary State 
aOmmrissiun'!e report which, prescntec to the Tribunal as USSR Zxhibit 9, 
ne Metod cxeorpiís will be foun’ on rages of the Document Book, 
"Befors the Geinan invasion t^3sr. ocistod i kiev 15C secondary and 
vlemenvar, schoo? 
"Out of “ais number, 77 <chools were uso? bv Germans as militaiy 
irracks, 9 serve? as warel 5 an workshops, two were occupied by 
military staffs, and cight + vo transforae^ into stables. At their 
retreat from Kiev, the German barbarians destioyed 140 schools. 
I omit the next paragraph, 
"the German invaders plundered more than 4,000,000 volumes from 
the books of the FKicv Jibrarit Se ‘iors than 320,000 verious valuabic 
anc unique books, magazines and manuscripta were take: away +o Germany 


the Hitlcritos mn the library of the Ukrainian SSR academy cf 
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Science," 

I beg, Your Honors, to note that Dre Foster, SS Opersturmfuehrer, who 
served in the special purpose battalion established on the initiative of the 
Defendant Ribbentrop and acting ler his orders, testified about the plundér 
of the Library of the Ukrainian SSR Academy of Science, in his deposition of 
10 November 1912, already road into the record by me. 


I omit one paragraph anc pass on to further reading from the report 


of the Extraordinary State yonmission. 


tesson 5 T: MSA 1943, the Germans burnt anc blew up one of the 
most ancicnt centres of the Ukrainian culture -- the Shevtchenko State 
University in Kiev, founded in 1834, and built after a design by the 
architect Beretti senior. In the fire perished the greatest cultural 
treasures which for centuries had represented the scientific 
and educational bases of the work of the university; gone, perished 
the inestimably valuable documents from the Archives of Ancient 
Manuscripts; perished the library containing 1,300,000 books, gone 
the Zoological Museum of the niversity with over 2 million exhibits 
gone a whole series of c nor museums which were also destroyed. 
eeeDuring tho period of the occupation of the town, the German 
invaders also purnc:! most of the institutions of higher learning, and 
the majority of the medical institutions. 
In Kiev the fascist barbarians burned down the building of the Red 
Army Theater, the Theatrical Institute, the School of } 
instruments were burned together with the extremely wealth library and 
all the siiis they blew up the beautiful building of the circus, 
holéing 2,500 persons; they burned down, with its entire equipment, 
the Gorki" Theater for Juvenile Audiences; they destroyer the 
Jewish Theator...In the Museum of Western European an? Eastern Art 
only some large linen sheets had been left; the robbers had not had 
time to remove them from the high walls of the stairway shafts. From 
the Museum of Russian Art th ‘“litlerites carried off, together with 
all the other exhibits, a collection of Russian Ikons of inestimable 
value. They looted the Musei: of Ukrainian Art; only 1,900 exhibits 


700 
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of the original l1,000 exhibits were left." 
I omit the rest of this 
"Tho Hitleritcs plundered the h d the "T.Ge Shevchenko" 
museums e They looted that greatest monument of e people, = the 
Cathedral of Ste Scphie, from which they removed fourteen XII th century 
frescoese" 
I omit one paragraphe 
"By order of the German Command the troops plundered, blew up anc destroy 
the most ancient cultural monument he Kievo-Pecherskaya Abbey eee 


i 


wThe Uspenski Cathedral, built in 1075-1089 by the Grand Duke Svyatoslav 


i 


painted inside in 1897 by the well-known painter V.V, Vereshchiagin, 


lietropolitan of the Kiev 
linary State Commission - 
Cathedral, created 
in the llth century by the gen? of its immortal builders. The 
craters in the area surrounding the 
hat the very earth had 
ted by those who no longer 
called huaan beings > was as if a terrific 
hurricane had rushed over the Cathedral, overturning everything, scatter 


i | } } i 34 7S T ha C A ( c imt 
ing and destroying the mighty buildings oi e Cathedral, for over two 


years Kiev lay chained in the German shacklese The German executioners 


brought with them death to Kiev, together with ruin, famine and 
executionSe In time allthis will pass out of the recent - into the 
st, but never v 1l the people of Russia and the Ukraine, 
or honest men all over the world, ever forget these crimes. 
re President, may I quote two more docume nts. 


first document, N 035-P5 3 entitled: 





mm 


"a brief report on security measures of the main working group of the Ukraine 
during the retreat of the Armed Forces," t was presented to the Tribunal 
by our American colleagu 8 De 9t Characteristic 


4. 


peculiari he document testifies without decorum to the looting; it 
is clear to any one that reference 
the Hitlerites still persist in calling robbery work; the most valuable 
exhibits of the Ukrainian Museum t 
Textiles." 
The report begins with description of creating a safe corner for 

atzstab establishments, : 29 purpose of which inhabitants of a whole 
listrict were thrown out o ejir “lats and apartments and then 
list of removed ! 

libraries, 


hall quote on > briof excerpt f rom this document 


with the materials of tho Ukraine 


You will find this excerpt on pa 
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"1. October 1945. Materials of the Ukrainian Museum in Kiev. 

"On the basis of the General evacuation orders of the city commissioner, 
the following were found by us snd loaded for shipment to Krskau: 

Textiles of all sorts 

Collections of valuable embroidery patterns 
Collections of brocades 

Numerous items of wood, ctce 

"Moreover an essential part of the prehistoric museum was transported 
awaye" 

The second document, Nos 1109-PS, is entitled, "Notes for leading group 
P4" and is addressed to von Mile Schridene This document was also vrcsented 
to the Tribunal by the American delezation on 18 December 1945, but it wasn't 
read into the record. Therefore, with your permission, I shall quote what is 
really a short excerpt. This excerpt you will find on page $69 of the document 
book, I read. 

"2e the Removal of Cultural Prcvcrty. 

deal of material from museums, archives, institutions and other 
cultural institutions was taken out of and away from Kiev in the autumn of 
1943 in the proper 

"These actions to safeguard the material were carried out by the Special 
Purpose Staff RR ==- " 

Here I must point out Einsatzstab Rosenberg in some document is also 
referred to as tho Staff of Penotration. Those initials moan Reichsleiter 
Rosenberge 

"These acti feguard the moterinl were carried out by the Special 
Purpose Staff RR as we as by the individual institute directors otc. at thc 
instigation of the Reich Commissar. 

"At the beginning a great doal of the evacuated property was taken only 
to the rear arens; later on this matcrial was forwarded to tho Reiche hen the 
undersigned, towards the end of September, reccived the mission from the cul- 
tural civision of the Reich Commissar to take out of Kiev thc remaining cultural 
effects, the most worth while materials from the cultural point of view has al- 
ready been removed. During October some 40 earloads of cultural effects were 
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shipped to the Reich, 

"In this case it was chiefly a question of valuables which belonged to the 
research institutions of the national Research Centre of the Ukraine. These 
institutions are continuing their work at the present time in the Reich and are 
being directed in such a manner that at a given moment they can be brought back 
into tho Ukraine. The cultural valuables which could not be promptly safe- 
guarded were plundered. In this case, it was nlways a question, however, of less 
valuable material, as the principal valuables were taken away in aecordance with 
orders, 

"In October 1943 factory, workshop, ete. plants were taken out of Kiev 
by order of the Military Commander of thc town, but to what place they were 
removed I do not know. 

"At the time of the entry of Soviet Russi» there was nothing valuable 
this respect left in the city," 

May it plense Your Honors, from tho documents submitted by the Soviet 
Prosecution, the Tribunal has already learned about the criminal conspiracy 
between Hitler and Antonescu. As a reward for supplying Germany with cannon- 
fodder, oil, wheat, cattle, ctc., Antonescu's criminal clique received from 
Hitler's government an authorization to plunder the oivilian population between 
the Bug and the Dniestr, German ond Rumanian invaders plundered ond destroyed 
many objects of cultural value, health resc ind medical institutions in 
Hitlerites plundered, with Antonescu's clique, and they .lso 

iered by themselves. To prove this, I will now read into the record a few 
excernts from the report of the Extraordinary State Commission, presented to 
the Tribunal as Fxhibit USSR-47, 
document book, I omit one paragraph and begin: 

"The German Military Command plundered tho museums of Odessa, carrying 
away hundreds of unique objects," and so 


I omit here two paragraphs, and I refer to the lest line of the page: 


t 


"According to thoir plan drawn up long in advance, the German Fascist 
conspirators destroyed or blew up 2290 of the largest buildings of architectural 
and historical value, Included in this were the House of Pushkin, the Saban 
barracks, built in 1827, and other representative monuments of the material 


l 79h 
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cultural of the beginning of the 19th century. 

"The German-Rumanian invaders destroyed in Odessa: The first hos-ital 
for contageous diseases, the second district, the somatolorical, the psychiatric 
and two children's hospitals, a children's out-patient clinic, soven well-baby 
clinics, 55 cribs, two mternity homes, a tuberculosis sanatorium, one lepro- 
sarium, six out-patient clinics, and the following research institutes: for 
the study of tubcreulosis, for rescarch into health resorts, and others. They 
destroyed 29 snnatoriums lovated around Odessa." 

The Hitlcrites committed crimes cn an exceptionally large scale in the 
Stalino rerion. 

I omit the rest of this pge and pass to page 68. The report of the 
Extraordinary State Commission, which was presented by thc Soviet Prosecution ns 
Exhibit USSR 2, relates an noormous number of facts. I shall not quote all of 
thosc, Your Honors, but I shall confine myself only to several excerpts from the 
above mentioned document which have not been rond into the record by my 
collesgucse They ean be found on pages 374 and 375 in your document book, 

"Lt their retreat from Stalino, the Hitlorites completely destroyed 113 
schools, 62 kindergartens, 390 shons, the ‘ints nd the Summer Theatres with 
1,100 seats, the Palace of the Pioncers, radioethestrs, the Museum of the 
Revolution, the Picture Gallery, Dzerj ky Club and several other of the best 
town builcings, 

"Special detachments of engincors wont from one school to another, sprend- 
ing incendiary liquid and setting fire to them. The Soviet pcorle who tried to 
extinguish the fires were shot on the snot by the Pascist bonditse 

"Irreparable damages were caused by thc occupation authorities to the 
medical establishments of the towne" 

I omit three paragranhs of the report, and I quote the two last paragraphs 
on this pages 

"The destruction of the hospitals was carried out under the instructions 
and with tho participation of the Chief Medical officer of tho Military Hospital, 
Trommer, and the Deputy of the City Commandant, the Military Advisor, Nnrouschnt. 
The Medical Institute, a first class scientific establishment for 2,000 students, 
was plundered on the orders of the Oberfeldartzt Roll, the Chief Medical Officer, 
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Belindorf, end the Chief Physician Kuchendorf,. 

"630,000 volumes. of the total 600,000 books of scientific and art 
literature, were burned by the Hitleritese" 

Im all the industrial cities of Stalinsky province, the Hitlorites burned 
down schools and theaters, destroyed creches and hospitals and even churches. 

I shall not enumerate it alle the facts were erated in a document 
which, 2s provided by A ticle 21 of the Charter, is irrefutable evidence, and 
in accordance with the Tribunal's ruling, does not have to be road into the 
record in full, but I must draw your attention to the fact thet Stalinsky 
province, the Hitlerites burned down schools, and theatres destroyed creches 
and hospita * churchese Thus, in thc town of Gorlovkna: 


cd $2 schools, attontcd by some 21,649 pupils, burned down 


church anc the Palace of Culture," 


occupation authorities up and burned oll the 25 city schools, 


movie theatre the principal city library with 35,000 volumes, the club of 


n z Y 
pioncerse" 


efore their retreat from Mariunols 
"The German occupation authorities burned down all the 68 schools of the 
17 kindergartens, the Palace 
I now piss on to quoting a few excerpts from the document which was pre- 
These excerpts o^n be found 
document deals with tho Fitlerit 


and the Rovno regione. I omit part of page 69 and 


m 


The city of Rowno wns especially important. It was the residence of the 
Reichsminister Erich Koch, closest collaborator of the defendant Rosenberg. 
Numerous conferences of the Hitlerite leaders for v rking out in detail the plan: 
for the enslavement of the Ukrainian people, took place in this city. 

The above mentioned report of the Extraordinary State Commission establish- 
es the followings 

Ukrainian territory seized by them, the Hitlerite bandits 

to establish à regime of slavery and serfdom and to annihilate the 


ATFOR 
t 
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Ukrainian culture and exterminate the leading representatives of Ukrainian art 
and science who fell into their hands," 


I omit two paragraphs, and I quote: 


3 
"The German Fascist aggressors closed down nearly 211 the cultural and 


educational establishments in Rovnoe On 30 November 1941 the closing down of 
schools in the General-Kommissariat of Volyn and Podo was officially announced 
by the newspaper "Volyn'," 

I omit the ending of page 70, and I quote the last paragraph of this docu- 
ment, which anpears in the toxt of my presentation, p^ge 71: 

"The fact that all these crimes wore committed 
former Reichskommissar for Ukraine, Erich Koch, serves as 
all the crimes of the Hitlerite bandits were perpetrated 
for the extermination of the Sovict 
territories temporarily occupicd by the Hitlerites, 
ceived and worked F erite government." 

Destruction 
russian 

nko, the Chief 
letter in the documents of the 
an commissar for Boylorussia4 Kube, addressed to the fendant Rosenberg. 
document is a typewritten lett igned in ink by Kube. 


a 


several notations in pencil, eviden y by e hand of Rosenberg, and it has a 

stamp, "Ministerial Bureou", and ti ete 241, This document, which 
I preser bo the T i] as USSR Exhibit 374 

proof si the enormous proportions of the rlunücr 

Hitlcrites, 

I shell quote in adđition several other extracts from the document which 
also discloses tho fact that th slundered asures were shipped not only to 
Germany, but were also stolen bv individual generals of Nitler's Army e 

Kube's letter reveals also the exist e of a previously worked out nlan 
for the plunder of cultural treasures of Leningrad, Moscow and thc Ukrainian 
cultur^l centers. The vandalism of the Hitlerites reschod such proportions that 
even Kube, this hangman of the Byelorussian people, vrotested. He was afraid. to 


miss some chance of profit and negotiated with Rosenberg for a compensation 
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I quote the second prragrarh from the beginning of the letter: 

"Minsk had a large, in part very valuable, collection of art treasures 
and painting, which were removed almost in their entirety. On an order of the 
Reichsfuchrer SS, Reichsleiter Heinrich Himmler, most of the paintings, some 
still during my term of office, were packed oy the SS nnd shinned to the Reich. 
They are worth scvornl millions of marks and were all taken from the general 
district of Byelorussian. These paintings wero sunnoscdly sent to Linz 
Koenigsberg in East Prussine I bez to have this valuable collection, insofar as 

eeded in the Reich, again placed at the disposal of the general 


Byelorussia», In any casc, however, to hnve tho m ney value sccured 


lecide: the right to 

the stolen treasures was his monopoly and complained thet-- and quote the 
second port of the second parai ipa of this letters 

"General Stubenrauch has taken a valuable part from Minsk with him up to 
the front. ‘'Sonderfurhcres' whose nome hive not yet been revorte to me, have 
carried away furniture, printings 

Having robbed together with c Fase! 20 i he people of Byelo- 
russia, having taken a direct nn in mass ill t iont and oxtermin-tion of 
the Moviet propulnation, Kube hypocritically declared ena I quote tho last 
naragraph 


yclorussian, alroady rather poor, has suffered a AV} ss through 


"It 
Cirecting these measures in Leningrad ond Moscow, as w 1s i ^m f the 
ancient Ukrainian cultural centers," 

That is where their desires wore : > is now universally known 
what meaning the Hitlerites gave to the word "measures" as applied to the 
occunied territorics. It meant a regime of bloody terror, violence and 
unrestricted plunder and despotisme 

Having burst into Minsk, the capital of the Byclorussian Republic, the 


German Fascist plunderers tried to annihilate the culture of the Byelorussian 
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people on? transfer them into obedient German slaves. 

As hos been established by special investigations, the Hitlerit 
military authorities, acting on direct orders,from the German government, 
destroyed relentlessly scientific research institutes and schools, thenters 
anc. clubs, hospitals and polyclinics, kinderrartens and 

I am reading into the record an excerpt from the document which was 
presented by the Soviet frosecution as USSR Exhibit 

"For three yea he German Fascist invacers set themselves systematieall; 
to destroy the scientific research institutes 
education, libraries, muscums, institutions 


anc clubs of Minsk. 


tt a a ^ s sh r 4 tinal wee h 
'The Lenin library in Minsk ws the 
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than twenty years. In 1932 the construction of a new builtin: with a 
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larre, well-equipped 5ock aep.sitory was completed, The Cernans carried 
away from the library to Berlin an? Koenicsber- one and a half miliion most 
valuable volumes, inclu^in: many on the history of Byelorussia," 

I omit the remainder of the pace. 

"In the effort to eracicate the culture of the Byelorussian people, the 
German="ascist inv: "ers lestroye? all the cultural ani educational institutions 
in “insk,." 

"The librarics of the .ca?emy of Sciences, of the State University, of the 
Polytechnic Institute, the scientific Metical Library an? the tushkin City 
"w^lic Library wore all carrie. away tc Germany. 

"The Hitlerites “estroye? thc 
Geolo icalevineralosical, an? Hist-ric-.rchaeclocical Vuseums, and the 
Institute with all its clinics. They Jenolished the academy of Sciences 
its nine Institutes," 


I omit the remain“er of this saracraphe 


"Likewise they jestroye i the State Art Gallery an? carrie away to Germany 


canvasses an! sculptures by Russian : Zyelorussian masters. They plun?ere? 
the State Tyclorussi: hcatre o pera ant Ballet, the First "yolorussian 
Drama Thcator ne Hose of Folk . and 
Artists an^ 

insk 47 schools, 2l, kin’cr-artens, the Talace 
of Tioneers, two lyin--in homes, three chiltren's hospitals, five city 
polyclinics, 27 nurseries, four chil ren's welfare centers ani the Institute 
of Infant an? Yaternity Welfare," 

The Prosecution has at its "Ésposal document No. 072-"8, which is a report 
of the German corporal, abel, on Winsk Libraries, This corporal had examined 
all Minsk libraries anå says in his report that almost all were destroyed. 

I present it as documentary evi?ence as USSR 375. 

I consi?der that it will be sufficient to rea’ into the recor? separate 
excerpts from this report. There is no necessity for reacting the whole report 
on pare 75 of my presentation, 

"The Lenin library was the central Pyelorussian library, It is niffhcult 
to draw up an exact tnventory of the volumes, but the number of hooks was 
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approximately 1,500,000. The book shelves are in a sad state." 
I omit two paracraphs cf my presentation, an? I 

"The library of the "olytechnical Institute, which was in the basement 
cf the left win”, was considerably plundere’ and put into ?£sor!er, as well 
as a creat number of lahoratories." 

The feport concludes with the fol'-^win-s sentence, which I quote: 

"The purpose of this report can only be reached by presentins it for 
consi'eration to the Supreme Command which woul’ issue appropriate orters 
forbid ins chearly the German soltier to behave in future like a barbarian," 

But such orders were never issue?--coul? never have been issue?!, because 
fascism is inseparable from barbarism; in fact, fascism means barbarisme 

THE PRESIDENT: What were you proposin- to 7o after the adjournment this 
afternoon? 

COLONEL RAGINSKY: After the presentation, I woul like to present several 
written documents pertaininc to the destruction of cultural monuments 
Lithuania, Esthonia an? Latvia, an? later, with the permission 
I inten? to present a documentary film, towar? the en? of the 
of my presentation of evidence woul”? be finished, 

HE TRESIDENT: How lene will the film take? 

COLONEL RAGINSKY: The presentation é umentary film will take 
to 35 minutes. 
TRESIDENT: Don't you think that after the vast amount of ^smace 
and spoliation to which you have raw our attention in some Jetail, that it 
would be sufficient if you were to surmarize by tclline us the countries 
in which similar spoliation had taken place? 

It is “ifficult to assimilate all this vast amount of detail, 

COLONEL RAGINSKY: I have in mind, Mr. ircsi?ent, to present to the Tribuna: 
the documents which will serve as a resume, where all the cenoral totals will b 
civen, 

“IDENT: Very well. We wi]l adjourn now for ten minutes, 
(A recess was taken.) 

COLONEL RAGINSKY: I wish to “raw the attention of the Tribunal to the 

fact that before presentin^ the conclusion of this document I woul] lik. to 


quote a German document referring to the subject, 
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Havin occupied the Lithuanian, Esthonian, an^? Latvian Soviet -Republics, 
the German-Fascist invaders attempted to turn the Soviet Baltic Trevinces 
into a German colony, an? to enslave the people of these republics, The 
criminal desiren of the Hiterite government fuun? its full expression in 
universal plun?er, general ruin, ciolence, ani mockeries in mass murder of 
oli men, women, an? children. 

In order to sermanize the people of the Lithinian, Esthonian, and 
Latvian Soviet Sotkalist Rerwolics,, the Hitlerites ?Jestroye? ^y every possible 
means the culture of the peoples of these Renublics, 

I skip the remain'er cf this pace, pace seventy-seven, pare seventy-cirht, 
ani on paze seventy-nine I quote only onc fara srach. 

The capital of Soviet Latvia, Rica, was "sclareà by the occupants the 
capital of "Ostlan?" (Eastern Territory) an? the seat of Rc 
Amone the ‘documents presented to the Tribunal by the Soviet 
USSR Exhibit 7, USSR Exhibit 39, an? USSR Exhi»it ll, there are a number of 
facts an? documents which establish the crimes perpetrated by tho Hitlerites 
in the Soviet Baltic provinces. Amone these S arainst the peoples of the 
Baltic provinces, --I read pare eichty-one of the statement, 

The Defentant Rosenber~ p da 

Defendant Rosenberg, the former Reichsminister, for the Easter 
even at a time when it became evident that 
when the hour of just and stern redemption a) 
pursued his plun?eorinss, 

As late as the end of Au-ust 19hh, 
plunterinz of cultural resources 
other towns of the Estonian Repw>lic. 

I draw the attention of the Tribunal to ‘ocument No. 161-78, ‘ated the 
23r? of Aurust 1944, entitle? "instruction" an? siene! Rosenvere's Chief 
of Staff, Utikal, 

This document is submitted to the Tribunal as USSR Exhi»it 376, which the 


Tribunal will fini on pare 400. I quoto: 


"On the 21st of aurust, 194l, the Reich lealer, Alfred Rosonber', 


from the headquarters of the Chief of Staff, Friocrich Schiller, to report on 


the existing possibilities for the evacuation of culturaltressures from the 
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Eastern territories. On the basis of this report, the Reich 
that the most precious cultural riches of the Ostland coula 
evacuated by his staff, insofar as it is possible without detriment to the 
needs of the field troops. The Reichsleiter consi3ers the followinz specially 
importants 
"From Rica = the City's archives 
~ the state archives (the major part in Rawalene). 
"From Reval = the Cityts archives 
- the &sthonian Library Society, small arbicles from 
the town hall, 
"From Dorpat = items from the Evancelical Lutheran consistory an? the 
church of St, Nicholas 
- the University li'rary, 


"From Esthonian treasures - items which were in Erlen, 


- the removal operations are entruste? to the Chief of the 
Mobilization Devartment, Schiller, as the future nea? of the main oprational 
eroup Ost! of Rosenberr's Staff, 

"He is acvised to maintain special contact with eroup 'North! in 
or?er tc coordinate the execution of the 
leiter with the trans-ortation requiremer 
I woul? like to draw the attention of the Tribunal to another peculiar 
circumstance, 
In this case the lootin^ was carried out by Rosenber- tocether with 
even in the fall cf 19i1l future chiefs of 
vere selected, 
án analysis of all these 
catecorical by that destruction and looting of 


inspired, 
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directed, and carried out by ono central organization, and 


this central organization was the crininal Hitlerite Govoernaent and 


A 


High Comand, the ropresentatives 

all the Defendants before this Tribunal should suffer punishment in 
accordance with Article of the Charter of the International Military 
Tribunal. 


liay it please your Honors, when ve deal with a system of wholesale 


destruction and plunder it is impossible and hardly necessary t 


enumerate all the facts 
great importance. 
In the occupicd territories of the Soviot Union the 


carried out 


dostruction 


and whicl 
Destruction of Cult 


urean 


skip one paragravh 
[hey destroyed over 87,000 inlustrial 
co-operatives, trade unions, and other social organizations; 10,000 
residential buildings, and 1,839 cultural institutions. 
evacutatod to Germany about 8,000,000 books--volumcs. 
From the property of the trade unions the German invaders 
: 


sd 120 sanatoria and 150 convalescent hones, 
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cmployees rc 


fizuro they 


11,900 bes in the Caucasian tourist c 


convalescent houses in the Leningrad 
the Ukrainc. 
The Gernan-Fascist invaders < poyod tho buildings 
pionoors! and children's 


They destroyed 189 clubs 


paragraph 


yyde porn 
nvary and 


nanuscripts, 





n 


I skip tho next paragraph and quote that p 
"Destruction of Museums and Historical He 
Fascist usurpers Cestroyed 427 out of a total of 992 
2 Soviet Union. 
anc quote the beginning of 
Germans also destroyed tho muscum cf the peasant p 


We Dia $ 


sshshin in the village 


wanuscripts of the Ossetian 


itte 


scunentary 


I must now dwell, your 


3 aW T3 4 + + e +}, 5 cox yy rat 13104 y 
ted by tho Bitleritos--tho sp ation and destruction 
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synagoges and Moslem 


places of worship, 


the Cormar 


religious feclings of the ùp 


IC IPS e 


1 l; ^ + A ha 
rines were systematically perpetrat on the 


of the terr: temporarily undor Go 


P 
1 ^ 1 ^ P r arani sod bh 
Soldiers i fficcvs organised bl 


kept horsc: 


uns for sloc 


church architecture 
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In the village of Gosteshevo thc Germans plundered the church, smashed 
the holy banners, threw the books about, robbed the Reverend Mikhail Strakhov 
and led nim off with them to another district, In the village of Kholm, near 
Mozhaisk, the Germans robbed and beat up an 02-year old local clergyman. In 
retreating from Mozhaisk the Germans blew up the Church of the Ascension, 


Trinity Church and the Cathedral of Nicholas the liiracle Worker, As a rule, 


villages that they had destroyed by fire into houses of worship, lock the 
people up in them and then set fire to these buildings," 

l:am now quoting a short excerpt from USSR Document No,312, submitted 
to the Tribunal, 

"In a side-altar of the Znamensky Cathedral, the Germa 
lavatory for the soldiers who lived in the crypt of the Cathedral, 


"The Church cf the Prophet Elijah in the Slavna was transformed 


"Ihe following Pskov churches were also transformed into stables: 


Bogoyavlenie on Zapskovie, Kozma and Demian on the Gremiatehy Hill, Constantin 
and Helen, and the Church of St, John the Evangelist," 
» Exhibit USSR 279, which is presented to the Tribunal, 
nemous mockery which took place 


where the churches were transformed by the Germans into 


m 


Ihe German-fascist invaders completely destroyed or partly damaged 


1670 churches, 69 chapels, 237 Roman Catholic cathedrals, 4 mosques, 532 


Synagogues and 254 other ecclesiastical buildings. 


read into the record an ex erpt from this document: 


Na ma Sere : 1 1 1 
"No monetary compensation br the Germans can ever make good t 


2 ulit 


2et Ue z alpat aa dob oe } : 1 : " 
destruction of ecclesiastical buildings, the ancient historical] monuments, 


them can never be restored. 


The old Borisoglebsky cathedral in Chernigov, built at the beginning 


of the XIIth century is largely destroyed. In the same 


town the church 
of "Paraskeva-Piatnitza at the Market ™ — the most precious monument of XIIth 


century Russian architecture, is completely destroyed, The Germans set up an 
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observation post in the Uspensky cathedral of the XIIth century of the Eletsky 
monastery and cut embrasures into the walls of that ancient cathedral, 

The Spaso-Preobrashensky cat sdral in Chernigov, built in 1070, 
was damaged by enemy bombardment» 

The Polotzky cathedral of the Efrosinyev monastery, built in 1160, 
was badly damaged by explosions and bombardment by the Germans. 

Enormous, almost irreparable destruction was caused to the famous 
Novo-Ierusalimsky and Iossifo-Volokolamsky monasteries in the Moskow region, 
The former was founded by Patriarch Nikon in 1656 and its founder intended 
it to be the symbol of the political power, the peculiar culture and the 
independence of the Russian state, The second was founded at the end of 
the XVth century. Both monasteries were not only destroyed, but looted as 
well. 

was caused to the Tikhvinsky monastery 
Three ancient churches and five wings of the 
ere blown up, to conceal the traces of plunder, 
antiquities as the cathedral of the Kirillov monastery, built 
in the XIIth century, the church of Nikola "at the Lipka" built in the XIII 
century, the Church of the Annunciation "at the Gorodistche" dating from the 
XIII century, were completely destroyed by aimed artillery fire, 
Enormous destruction was caused by Germans to the five churches, which 
were part of the Pskov-Pechersky monastery, the most precious monuments among 
the ancient Russian monasteries, refl.cting in themselves the period of 


develcpment of the Pskov architecture built in the XVIth century by serf 
labor, 

Many ancient churches, monuments of olden days, were destroyed by 
the German invader in Byelo-Russia; Then in the town of Vitebsk was 
destroyed the church of Nativity, an interesting monument ofByelorussian 
architecture of ths XVIIth century. Completely destroyed were the wooden 


Bogoslovskaya and Nikolskaya churches, built: in the XVIIIth century. 


In the Church of the Annunciation the Germans set up a slaughter 
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house for cattle, 
The document which I am now presenting to the Tribunal as USSR 
Exhibit 246 is a report of the Extraordinary State Commission and contains 
general data as to the churches, chapels and other buildings of religious 
worship which have been destroyed or damaged. This document states the German 
Fascist invaders completely destroyed or partly damaged 1670 churches, 69 
chapels, 237 Roman Catholic cathedrals, four mosques, 532 Synagogues and 25) 
other ecclesiastical buildings and buildings of religious worship, 
You will find in the document submitted to the Tribunal as 
Exhibit 305, further data on the subject. I will not quote the document in 
full, but I would like to quote a few very short excerpts from this paper: 
"Material or monetary compensation by the Germans can never make 
good the destruction of eeclesiastical buildings, tne most ancient historical 
monuments, for the majority of them can never be restored," 
Skipping the remaining part of the page 


ge, as well as the first four 


paragraphs of page 91 of the statement, I read the last paragraph pf page 91: 


"Many ancient churches, monuments of an older day, were destroyed 
by the German invader in Byelo-Russia Then in the town of Vitebsk Was 


destroyed the Church of the Nativity, an interesting example of Byelo-Russian 


architecture of tbe XVITth cenvury. Completely destroyed were the wooden 


Bogoslovskaya and Nikolskaya churches, »uilt:;in the XVIIIth century. 
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"Irreparable damage was done to the Voskresensko-Zarutonly church which 
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was built in the 18th Century, The architecture of this church was an 


interesting example Rxelo-Russian classicism. The Germans also 'estroyed 


there, in the town of Vitcbsk, a Roman Catholic church which was built in 
he 10th century. 

"The Germans burnt in the twwn c^ Disna, in the !olotsk recion, a roman 
Catholic church foun?e23 in the 17th century an? pluniere? the property which 
it contained, 

"Timoshel 3uZolf, the German Garrison Commandant of the town of Roznmiatov, 
in the Stanislav re^ion, use? three Syna^o^ues for barracks an? later on 
Jestroye? the ^uil?^in-s after havin- ;lundere! the -roperty containe therein,” 

I skip the next paracrarh. 

"Pefore ?estroyin- *uil^incs of rolicions worship the Germans plundered 
and destroyed all their equipment. A creat number of icons an? church-rlate 
was removed to Germany. 

"The Yossifo-Volokalamsky monastery was ;lun^ere? an? the ancient 
shrou’s of the manastry an2 the personal belon-ines of Joseph "olotsky, 
the founder cf the monestry, have ?esavvoare?, 

The Gerrans off the cold plate from the icona of the Tikhvinsky 
church, rorovz3 a wasselo sil crostes, crowns, mitres and tabe; 

from the Staritzki Church 
altar crosses, crowns, mite and tabernacles. 
of Dokshitz in the Polotzk re^ion, the Germans loote? and 
all the property of the local mo jus e same fate was shared 
all the churches in the territory occupied by the Germans, 

"Everywhere the Germans plundered Greek ortho tox and Roman Chatholic 
churches, synacorues, mosques an?! other “uilcines of religious worship. 

The Hitlerite conspirators 744 not only actually plunder, torture and murer, 


but they also tried to humiliate believers morally, to ro» them of spiritual 


This is the documentary evidence concernin- the crimes arainst culture, 
which were committe? by Rosenbers, Frank, Goerin^, Ribbentrov, Keitel and 
the other members of the conspiracy, 
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The crimes of the defen^ants avainst culture are indee? horrible by 
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their consequences. If one can build certain towns an? villares destroyed 
by Hitlerites, it is also possible to restore factories and rlants which 
were blown up or burned Sy them, But mankind has lost forever the unique 
objects of art which the Hitlerites destroyed in a barbarous manner. The 
lost of lives to mankin? of people whom they put to death in auschwitz, 
or in Treblink, or in Pa^iy-yar, or in Kertch can never arain be replaced., 
Raving taken their fiendish theories from the dark ages of the past, 
these mocern Huns have put into shade the blackened pares of history by 
their appalling cruelty and vandalism. They arro-antly challenze future 
mankind., They trampled un3erfooth the best heritace of mankini's past, 
Attesting no ideals or faith themselves, they sacreli-ously ^estroyed 
churches and relics. 
However, the strugcle between culture ani o^5scurantism, ketw en 
civilization an? barharism, culture an? civilization were victorious, 
The Hitlerite conspirators who dreamt of worl jomination, of the ?estruction 
of culture of tha j ni other peoples, are now in the deferijant's dock. 
fay a Jast c sni Sa theirs, an? may their punishment be imme^iate, 
you convinue until five o'c?cck, 
nunmal wishes, 
o on until fiv? c'!clock. 

COLONEL RaCINSKY: I would lil /2 be accorded a short recess in order 
to present the document. 

THE PRESIDENT: It would be hardly worth while if you want a short interval, 
We shall stop at five o'clock, 

COLONEL RAGINSKY: It wouli be more convenient to berin the next statement 
tomorrow, 


THE PRESIDENT: We will adjourn now, then. 


(Phe Tribunal adjourned until 22 February, 1946 at 1000 hours) 
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